From the ExCo

The IAPR ExCo held its annual meeting in Göteborg, Sweden, on July 1st 2003. Let us use this opportunity to thank the organizers of SCIA’03 for very efficiently organizing the hosting of this meeting. Excerpts of the minutes of this meeting, with the main points discussed and the main decisions made, can be found in the “ExCo news” section of the IAPR web site. Let us just point out the most important matters here.
Progress has been made on online services to the membership, with the members’ only site set up. The ExCo feels that by moving more towards distribution of electronic information, many practical issues can be made easier for all of us. We will once again encourage members to register on the IAPR members’ only website (http://www.cedar.buffalo.edu/IAPR/) to take advantage of the online services which will be progressively made available there. 

The ExCo is pleased to announce that it intends to renew the travel stipend operation for ICPR’04. In coordination with the organizers of ICPR’04, the acceptance letter for papers will be accompanied by a note that a limited number of stipends are available. The amount of each stipend will remain at the level of 500 USD.

Discussions are under way with Springer Verlag on enhancing the visibility of the Pattern Recognition field within the publisher’s publications. One idea is to identify tutorial matters for publication as LNCS tutorials. Springer might also be interested in starting a hard-covered book series with IAPR. The appropriate standing committees will work with the ExCo on these issues.

As many of you probably know, the ExCo sends out a mail, as a service to the community at large, approximately once a month, with short announcements of scientific events in the interest field of the IAPR. This mail is sent to all Technical Committee chairs and all Governing Board members, with the request to forward it to all members of their respective societies or committees. To avoid this being perceived as additional spam, rather than as a service, the ExCo general policy is to keep each announcement short, and to only send one single announcement for each event. The ExCo reserves the right to make exceptions to this general rule in specific cases (e.g. for major IAPR events such as the ICPR).
Last, but not least, we are pleased to announce that the IAPR Governing Board recently approved by email ballot the admission to membership of the IAPR of a special interest group on pattern recognition of the Brazilian Computer Society, which thus becomes our 39th member society. We extend our warmest welcome to this new member.
